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FEMINISM IN THE NOVEL OF JANE EYRE

“Women are the real architects of society
Harriet Beecher Stowe
Summary
The name of the research article is "Feminism in the Novel of Jane Eyre ". It has been emphasized
familiarity with feminist aspects of the novel “Jane Eyre” in this article. If we look at women’s role
has changed in society from generation to generation, we can see “the greatest fight for equality”
throughout history. This phenomenon was the origin of the dissatisfaction of all women. Since there
was no gender equality, women were seen as inferior, angels staying at home taking care of their
children and husbands. The ideal place for women was considered home where she is committed to
obeying and satisfying their husbands by cleaning, providing hot dinners, and creating an atmosphere
of comfort and protection. Unfortunately, in the Victorian era, men often regarded women as passive
objects who could not hold up themselves or survive on their own. As though, they were subjected to
their men’s jurisdiction in many ways. However, the change came mainly from the intellectuals.
Many of them saw it as their duty to put up a fight against the injustices done to women and to release
them from the misuse of men. This article shows that women in the nineteenth century were supposed
to behave according to traditional gender roles.
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Introduction Victorian era, the society was man-controlled

In the Victorian era where male-supremacy and man-dominated society, and women were
was extremely dominant and even with a female considered as a subject to the voice of men. It is
monarch, few writers were brave enough to impossible for a lower class woman to have a
approach the theme of gender issues and worthy life or a good marriage. The social
discrimination. Emily Bronte was one author of structure was determinant for the social status of
the Victorian age who chose to face these issues a woman. Women are differentiated in the
of gender and discrimination frankly. Her patriarchal society. As in many eighteenth and
writings helped path the way for those who nineteenth century novels, dignity and self-
fellow her. The novel Jane Eyre was significant respect are ultimately recognized by heritage
example of nineteenth century of England. The and through marriage, a rise in economic
novel is masterpiece of well-known Victorian property.

English novelist and poet Charlotte Bronte. Jane Main part:
Eyre is the most powerful and popular novel to Feminism
represent the contemporary view of women’s Life in nineteenth century of England was

status in society from 1836 to 1901 and it is a governed by social class, and people typically
good example of feminism in literature of stayed in the class into which they were born.
nineteenth century. In the novel main character The novel Jane Eyre is a novel about a woman
Jane Eyre is an important feminist character written with man’s freedom which the freedom
who represents women in her time. The novel portrays the impoliteness of a heroine who has
centers woman as the second sex under the explosion of anger as a child and unbound
domination of men. Woman autonomy which passion as an adult. Jane admits her desire
emphasized through the novel is part of gender honestly when she thinks it is untrustworthy and
issues which becomes a concern of feminist. In gives the inactive and dependent role up in
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romance. Jane Eyre is considered an important
feminist character represents women in
nineteenth century.

Gender has come to be applied in several
ways in different spheres of life. It had described
women’s relationship to men in societies, the
experiences of women and men in movements
in social emancipations. Gender is divided into
masculinity and femininity. According to Faqgih
Mansour, it caused woman as the second sex,
and if it happened, it will be considered as a
“fate” of woman and is a normal thing of her
life. [2; 151] Gender differentiation has built an
unfairness of gender status of women. Men and
women do different kind of jobs, even though
the duties of each gender change by time.
According to Fagih, the injustice of women is
divided into six parts:

» Firstly, the subordinate of woman in
front of man, especially in case of making any
decision of life and controlling power.

» Secondly, dissimilarity and gender
distribution of the marginalization of women
giving birth of economical findings among
environment, bureaucracy, and development
programs.

» Thirdly, this dissimilarity result is the
suppression of woman.

» Fourth, woman practically works inside
the house, do any domestic work at home and if
they want to work outside the house. It means
that they would reach a double job, caring for a
child and as an employee.

» Fifth, gender dissimilation also makes
any violence both physically and mentally for
woman.

» Sixth, all gender differentiation above,
according to Faqih, it caused woman as the
second sex, and if it happened, it will be
considered as a “fate” of woman and is a normal
thing of her life. [2; pp:151]

Also, in the Victorian age, the female writers
took their pens to speak for the oppressed
women and the novel Jane Eyre came to be the
most influential novel in this period. At that
time, as a member of the lower class, Jane is
always looked down upon by those rulers with
money and power. For women as Jane, they
have no glory. The rich could treat them unusual
and did not need to give them any respect. But
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Jane Eyre never capitulates to those high and
mighty people who treats the poor and the
weak ruthlessly. In her life, Jane jumps herself
into struggling for honor. Jane puts all her
strength to achieve the respect and admiration
from people around seeking for equality. It is
another important issue through Jane Eyre’s
struggle for self-realization as a feminist. People
in Victorian age had the idea that people were
not born equally, people in upper class hate
people in lower class and men are considered
superior to women. Consequently, women like
Jane are treated unequal in every field of
Victorian society. When Jane realizes the cruel
situation, she fights for an elementary right of
equality. It reflects positively in Jane’s intention
and persistence in rebellion for self-realization
as a feminist woman. Also the true love is the
biggest theme in the novel. In Jane Eyre’s whole
life, the looking for of true love is an significant
representation of her struggle for self-reali-
zation. In Jane Eyre's mind and soul love is pure,
divine and it cannot be measured by class,
power or property and so on. She suffers a lot in
her pursuit of true love. At the same time, she
gets it through her long and hard pursuit.

According the novel Jane Eyre, the image of
women always stands behind the men with the
social class variations among them. It clearly
shows that women mostly doing a domestic job
rather than being a financial resources in a
family. Albeit Jane Eyre in an exception in this
matter, she is trying her best to make her own
financial by working as a governess which in
that time, the profession of governess itself
could raising Jane’s status in society.

It is clearly mentioned throughout the novel
Jane Eyre that all these disrupted deeply raised
social codes of femininity and respect capacity.
The significant point of novel is that Jane Eyre
believes on the importance of women’s
independence and strives maintain a status in
life and to devoid of any debts to the other
characters. Jane Eyre also tries to find equal
emotion with other characters. Jane Eyre is
dissimilar from any other women at Victorian
era. She struggles for her life and defends her
belief in hardships and difficult conditions. In
Victorian age, the image of Jane Eyre was a
sharp contradiction to the man-dominated



Qarbi Kaspi Universiteti
Elmi Xaborlor Ne 1, 2023
(Humanitar elmlor seriyasi)

Western Caspian University
Scientific Bulletin No 1, 2023
(Humanities sciences series)

society. She stands for a new lady who has the
brave to fight for her own rights and love in her
period. By analyzing the contemporary social,
historical and cultural background of Victorian
period and key points of feminism, and Jane’s
experiences, it is realized that Jane gradually
becomes a feminist in following independence,
equality and true love. Born into poverty and
lacking nobility, Jane should have shown a
reception of her social status and not desired for
more and fellow education and career. She dares
to love a man of a higher class status than
herself.

In the nineteenth century when Charlotte
Bronte wrote this novel, she expressed her
feelings about woman’s position. It is fact that
family is the smallest unit of community. The
woman’s status has to try some filtering in
family. Even in the home, woman can meet the
“supremacy of man”. The supremacy which
practically makes a man has a power for the
whole things in the home. Then, as an
independent woman who feels really irritating
with “the power of man”, she tries to create
some conflicts of this unequal situation. This is
the sample of strong voice of Jane. What she
desires is about a woman position. It is
interesting that Jane certainly does not
understand anything about gender
manifestation, feminism, woman status or
anything related to do it, she has never got a
specific education about that. It means that she
does not purposely do all rebellions about
woman autonomy. She just imagines how nice
it would be, if woman has an equal movement
which is same with man does.

Jane Eyre is one of the greatest
representatives of novels which show how
women can move from a life of poverty and
oppression to independence and victory.
Charlotte Bronte herself suffered a lot in her life
like Jane before becoming an accomplished
writer. Also it is possible to see clearly the
relations between the heroine and its author
while reading a novel. Charlotte Bronte lived in
the same environment under the same
conditions as Jane live. That means, Charlotte
Bronte reflects a part of her life, inner self, also,
the society in which she lived in the work of
Jane Eyre which mirrored the writer‘s life. That
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was an inspiration achieving the novel. Jane led
a life of toleration for vary difficulties as a
women. She suffered in all her life periods from
her childhood in Gateshead Hall, through
adolescence in Lowood School to maturity as a
governess of Mr. Rochester’s daughter, Adele,
at Thornfield Hall. In the novel Jane Eyre, the
gender inequality is quoted: “Nobody knows
how many rebellions, besides political
rebellions, ferment in the masses of life which
people earth. Women are supposed to be very
calm generally: but women feel just as men feel.
They need exercise for their faculties, and field
for their efforts, as much as their brothers do.
They suffer from too rigid restrain, too absolute
a stagnation, precisely as men would suffer; and
it is narrow-minded in their more privileged
fellow-creatures to say that they ought to
confine themselves to condemn them, or laugh
at them, if they seek to do more or lean more
than custom has pronounced necessary for their
sex” [1; ch:12]

This quote is an excellent sample of Jane’s
longing for equality and independence. The
oppression that happened in Jane’s life is that
she makes some uprisings. Started from the
strong voices she created in her mind then
moving to real actions of revolts.

Jane is always disturbed to accomplish the
desires and wishes of others alternately her own,
even her moral standards and her faith make
Jane leave from their wills. She tries very hard
for her liberty, starting from Gateshead Hall,
then Lowood Institution, further moved to
Thornfield Hall. Her transformation can be said
quite sad. She was changed in one night, when
she was a little orphan girl at Gateshead Hall
where she lived with her uncle's rude family.
Her environment at Gateshead Hall coerces her
to act wiser than the kid on her ages. The
treatment she got from her aunt and cousins is
the greatest trauma in Jane’s inner life. Their
treatment also makes emptiness in Jane. She
faces the world alone and she feels had no
family at all. Jane spent miserable childhood
under the care of her cruel aunt Mrs. Reed where
she was treated harshly against little Jane. Jane
was mistreated physically and mentally as doing
very hard works out of her talent and convicting
to live in the red room which is cold and quiet,
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where her uncle died. All of them were awful
psychological trauma to little child. She
struggled with her aunt family and especially
with her cousin John who bullied her, Jane
expresses about the situation like:

“...Then Mrs. Reed subjoined...Take her
away to the red-room, and lock her in there.
Four hands were immediately laid upon me, and
I was born upstairs’[1; ch:1]

However, through time Jane brings her
emptiness with her, she tries to restore her life
with her close friends, friendly teacher and
others. All the disagreements mixed with one
achievement, woman autonomy. She tries really
hard to gain it. She wants to make her own
decisions. Jane’s rebellion against Mrs. Reed
and John represents her feminist consciousness
in getting honor from other people as a noble
and respectable person. Jane stands up to her
cruel aunt, Mrs. Reed, as a little child, and she is
Mr. Rochester's equal in conversation and
struggled to retain self-respect as a teacher and
governess. Jane says:

“.I can live alone, if self-respect and
circumstances require me so to do. | need not
sell my soul to buy bliss. I have an inward
treasure born with me, which can keep me alive
if all extraneous delights should be withheld, or
offered only at a price I cannot afford to
give...[1; ch:19]”

Then little Jane was sent to Lowood
Institution boarding school where she learnt a
lot and became much stronger and
independence. During Jane Eyre’s staying in the
orphanage of Lowood Institution, which is a
charitable institution in name. But in fact, her
understanding of worthiness becomes deeper.
She is aware of a fact that, even in the face of
powerful and authoritative people like the
superior inspector of Lowood School,
Mr.Brocklehurst, as long as her honor and self-
respect hurt severely, she will never be
governed by.

The second stage of Jane’s hard life was at
Lowood School which was a boarding school
for orphaned girls. Thus, Elaine Showalter said:
"The Lowood School where Jane is sent by her
aunt is the penitentiary for which the red room
was the tribunal. Lowood School represents
sexual diminishment and sensual discipline thee
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the girls are systematically starved and deprived
of all sensory gratification in 1824 both
Charlotte and Emily attended the daughter of
clergy school at Cowan Bridge for 10
months".[p:44]

Lowood School where Jane had lived for
eight years, it was like a prison for her, where
she suffered and treated with cruelty by the
superior, Mr.Brocklehurst, and Miss Scatcherd.
Mr.Brocklehurst exercises male supremacy over
Jane and the girls in school. Mr. Brocklehurst
appears to Jane as “a black pillar a sable clad
shape standing erect on the rug: the grim face at
the top was like a carved mask, placed above the
shaft by way of capital”. Mr. Brocklehurst
represents a new male authority where he
demonstrates his superiority. He rules over
Lowood Institution; a school for girls funded by
donations. He is aggressive towards Jane Eyre
telling teachers of the Lowood School:

“you must watch her: keep your eyes on her
movements, weigh well her words, examine her
actions, punish her body to save her soul”.[1,
ch:7]

Mr. Brocklehurt is a kind of man who cares
about only himself, his needs and desires. He
likes people who have a lot of wealth. Also Jane
saw what happened with her first and best friend
Helen Barns when Miss Scatcherd punished her.
Jane was particularly chocked to see Miss
Scatcherd‘s cruelty.

The whole time that Jane spent in Thornfield
Hall is the most excellent part of the whole
novel. She was a girl in eighteen when she was
attracted to her master and falls in love with him.
Mr. Rochester was almost twice her age. Jane
was a simple girl didn‘t enjoy her social status.
Also, she faces a rival for Rochester from his
guest Blanche Ingram, a beautiful and rich
woman from an upper class. Blanche Ingram
thought to marry Rochester to secure her status
in society.

A real obstacle to Jane‘s love explored that
her beloved is already married and cannot
married legally with Jane. Jane felt that she is
cheated. Next day, Jane makes her decision
about her future and she leaves Mr. Edward
Rochester without as much as a word or a letter.
She slept outside in the wood and lived dark
nights till she found a shelter with a family who
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is her cousins. Moreover, she inherited a wealth
from her dead uncle and she divided it with the
rivers siblings John and his sister. John offers
Jane to marry with him and accompany him as
his wife, a marriage without love. But Jane
rejected him because she loved Rochester. All
her suffering does not lead her to quit, it was a
motivation for Jane to success and independence
and Jane’s power over her own experience. Jane
achieves a lot of in her life. Jane was very
progressive minded, in this she is an original
feminist figure whose pliable class status allows
her to assess other characters on their actions
and personalities rather than on their economic
status and physical appearance. She disobeyed
many social agreements especially those
affecting women.

Jane is fearless, educated aware and knowing
to moderate her emotions with self-control.
Meeting with Mr. Rochester and fell in love
with him expressed the feminism in Jane and her
thoughts. Jane loves Mr. Rochester with all her
pure heart and Mr. Rochester’s status and wealth
make him inaccessible for Jane to approach, yet
she never feels herself lower in status to Mr.
Rochester though she is a poor family teacher.
Jane believes that they are equal and should
respect each other. In fact, it is her simplicity,
majesty and sincerity that touch Mr. Rochester.
Mr. Rochester feels from the deep of his heart
that Jane is the spiritual partner he always looks
for. When Jane is moved by his whole-
heartedness, they fall in love deeply. But at the
time of their wedding, Jane finds the secret that
she is not Mr. Rochester’s legal wife. Jane feels
heartbreaking on this news. She lives dilemma
whether to stay or to leave. She says to
Rochester:

“..I care for myself. The more solitary, the
more friendless, the more unsustained I am, the
more | will respect myself. I will keep the law
given by God, sanctioned by man. | will hold
to the principles received by men when |
was sane, and not mad as | am now, laws
and principles are not for the times when
there is no temptation, they are for such
moments as this when body and soul rise in
mutiny against their rigor, stringent are they,
inviolate they shall be.” [1; ch:27]
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In the novel Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte
portrayed a strong, free and independent
woman. Jane fought alone in a world full of with
problems and known by social inequality from
place to place looking for freedom and
sovereignty. Jane took decision and was able to
express herself as well as to build herself up with
enough mental maturity and confidence to face
life. Jane stays true to herself during her quest
for personality and sovereignty. The frightening
night in the Red Room causes her come to life
and having experienced true fear. Now Jane is
afraid to rise for herself against the male-
dominated society. Miss Temple is another
important figure in Jane’s life quest. Owing to
the fact that Miss Temple teaches her to
suppress her anger. Through the death of Jane’s
best friend, Helen, and Bertha, Jane is released
from the man ideal of woman sovereignty, the
angel in the house. Jane’s quest for identity and
sovereignty went on at Marsh End. Jane found
her good relatives at Marsh and defeated the
oppressions by the bad relatives at Gateshead
Hall. Jane found safety and defeated the anger
suppressed in her absent-minded.

Jane controlled her feeling with discernment
based on her self-respect and had a strong
personality. Although all the conditions she
lived, Jane achieved to overcome her troubles
and success happiness by marriage with the
wealthy man who she loves and any girl dreams
about and Jane became independent financially.

Jane Eyre’s uncompromising pursuit for
honor leaves a deep impression on every reader
of the novel. She struggles for equality on
society, both on economy and marriage. Her
pure and prideful love is based on equality and
independence that has nothing to do with class,
power or wealth. Jane does not interest in Mr.
Rochester’s wealth and position. She only wants
to have a family life which she never lived. Her
love is loyal and pure. Jane Eyre desires true
love and she overcomes the barriers in the
process of pursuing true love. After long period
of her self-realization process she succeeds to
live a happy life with her lover. Jane Eyre proves
to the world of the nineteenth century that a
woman striking the difficulties to become
independent and successful on her own was not
as dubious as it may have seemed. She is not
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only victorious in period of wealth and position,
but more importantly, in terms of family and
love. These two needs that have escaped Jane for
so long are finally hers. Adding to her victory
is her capacity to enjoy family and love without
losing her independence. Eventually, at the end
of the novel, Jane finds her families, inherits
some money, finds her true "Jane" and finds her
lovely equal relationship that is love and to be
loved.

Jane’s status as the heroine of the novel,
sometimes has a brilliantly imagination of her
status. The women status as a second sex makes
men to be a significant role. It is a normal thing
if men are successful both in public sphere and
domestic sphere. For example, working outside
a house and also taking care of children.
According to the novel of Charlotte Bronte, the
image of women stands behind the men with the
social class variations among them. It clearly
shows that women mostly doing a household job
rather than being a financial resources in a
family. Even though Jane Eyre in an anomaly in
this matter, she tries her best to make her own
economic status by working as a governess
which in the nineteenth century, the profession
of governess itself could raising Jane’s status in
society. It cannot be disclaimed that Jane still
trusts men’s character.

Conclusion:

“Feminism in the novel of Jane Eyre” article
presents the difficulties which women lived,
their place and role in society of nineteenth
century. It has been analyzed different female
characters in the novel from the different aspects
of womanhood which was a concept of the
nineteenth-century Victorian society regarding
women’s behavior, appearance, and manners.
According to these features, development of
gender equality has always been in the focus of
attention. The main goal of article is to show the
perception of gender inequality in Victorian era,
how conventions and mores of society affected
women and made them obeyed people of society
and to analyze the novel of Charlotte Bronte
taking into account the aspects mentioned
above.
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®EMWHU3M B POMAHE “JI’KAH DIP”

Pe3ome

Ha3Banue wuccnenoBarensckoid cratbu «®emuHu3mM B pomane Jhxeiin Oiip». B craTbe
MOJAYEPKHYTO 3HAKOMCTBO C (EeMHHHCTCKHMMHM acrektamu pomana «J[xeitn Oiip». Ecam mbl
MIOCMOTPHM B MPOIIJIOE, KAK MEHSJIACh POJIb )KEHIIMHBI B 00IIECTBE OT MOKOJICHUS K IOKOJICHUIO, MbI
YBUJIUM «BeNMYaiiyr0 00pb0y 3a paBEeHCTBO» Ha MPOTSHKEHUU BCEM MCTOPUU. DTO sIBIEHUE OBLIO
HWCTOYHHUKOM HEIOBOJILCTBA BCEX KEHIIUH. [I0CKONIBKY M€HIEpHOIO0 PaBEHCTBA HE CYILECTBOBAJIO,
KEHIIMHBI CYUTAINCh HU3LIMMH, aHTeJIaMH, CHAALIIUMHU JOMa M 3a00TSIUMUCS O CBOUX JIETAX U
MYXKbsiX. VIeallbHBIM MECTOM JUISl KEHIIUHBI CUUTAJICS JIOM, T/Ie OHA O0s3yeTcs MOMYUHSITHCS U
yIIOBJIETBOPATh CBOUX MYKEW, yOoupas, yrouias ropsiauM 00eIoM U co3aaBasi aTMochepy yroTa u
3amuThl. K coxalleHHto, My>)KUMHbI BUKTOPHMAHCKOM 3MOXM YaCTO CUYMUTAIM KEHIIUH MaCCUBHBIMU
00BEKTaMH, KOTOPBIE HE MOTJIH BBICTOSATH MJIM BBDKUTH CAaMOCTOATENbHO. Kak OyATO OHUM BO MHOTOM
MOJUHUHSUINCh CBOEM MYXKCKOW MOpUCAMKIMU. OJHAKO HM3MEHEHUS HMCXOAWIM B OCHOBHOM OT
WHTEJUTUTCHIIMA. MHOTHE W3 HUX CUYHMTAId CBOUM JIOJTOM OOPOTBHCS C HECIPABEIMBOCTBHIO IO
OTHOIICHUIO K JKEHIIMHAM U OCBOOOXKIATh MX OT )KECTOKOTOo oOpalleHus MyX4uH. B 3Toif cTraThe
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MOKa3aHO, YTO JKCHIUHBI B JEBATHAALATOM BEKE JOJDKHBI ObUIM BECTH ce0si B COOTBETCTBUH C
TPaJIULMOHHBIMU I'€HJEPHBIMU POJISIMHU.
KioueBble cjioBa: GpeMHUHN3M, BUKTOPHAHCKAS ATI0XA, TEHAEP, PAaBEHCTBO.
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“CEYN EYR” ROMANINDA FEMINiZM

Xiilaso

Todgigat mogalesinin adi “Jane Eyre romaninda feminizm”dir. Bu mogalods “Jane Eyre”
romaninin feminist aspektlori vurgulanmisdir. ©gor kegmiso nozor salsaq, qadmlarin comiyyotdoki
rolunun nasildon-naslo necs doyisdiyini , tarix boyu “barabarlik ugrunda on bdyiik miibarizoni” géro
bilorik. Bu fenomen — gender borabarsizliyi biitiin qadmlarin naraziliginin monsayi idi. Gender
borabarliyi olmadig: ii¢iin qadinlar asagi, evdo oturaraq usaqlarina vo arlorina baxmaqla hokmlii
varliq kimi goriiliirdii. Qadinlar ii¢iin ideal yer tomizlik etmoak, isti yemoklor vermak, rahatliq va
gorunma miihiti yaratmaqla arlorina itast etmok va onlar1 razi salmaq 6hdoliyi gotiirdiiyii ev sayilirdi.
Toassiifki, Viktoriya dovrii kisilori tez-tez qadinlar1 6zlarini saxlaya bilmoayan vo ya tokbasina yasaya
bilmayan passiv obyektlor kimi gabul edirdilor. Sanki onlar bir gox cohotdon 6z hoyat yoldaslarmin
yurisdiksiyasina tabe idilor. X1X asrda bu tendensiyani qirmaq {igiin ilkin addim ziyalilardan goldi.
Onlarm bir ¢oxu qadinlara qarsi edilon hagsizliglara qarsi miibarizo aparmagi vo onlar1 kigilorin sui-
istifadasindon azad etmoayi 6z vazifasi hesab edirdi. Bunlardan biri do yaratdigi feminist gadin obrazi
ilo gevrilis eden Sarlotta Bronte idi.

Agar sozlar: feminizm, Viktoriya dovrii, gender, barabarlik
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