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Abstract

The article deals with the degree of voiced explosive consonants on the development of the English
language. It is noted that some linguists note a variability in the degree of voiced consonants in different
phonetic contexts. The variety of points of view on the phenomenon of consonants testifies, on the one
hand, to the fact that in linguistics there is still no clear and consistent attitude to this phenomenon and,
on the other hand, speaks of the interest in this issue. The purpose of this article is to study the degree of
sonority of English voiced explosive consonants in various phonetic contexts, to identify a set of condi-
tions that determine different degrees of voiced consonants in British English.
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Intradaction

It should be noted that researchers, as a rule,
paid attention to such features of articulation of
voiced explosives as: "weakness", "delicacy",
"brevity" and "potentiality of the presence of a
voice." For example, O'Connor described the
manner of pronouncing voiced explosive conso-
nants as follows: “In the intervocal position,
voiced explosives usually retain their sonority, but
it is necessary to concentrate on making them gen-
tle and short” [7, p. 53].

Further, B. Collins and I. M. Mees write: “In
English there are two classes of consonants, op-
posed to each other in two ways: the first — type /
p, t, k / —is characterized by stronger articulation
and voicelessness, the second —type / b, d, g/ —is
characterized by weaker articulation and the po-
tential presence of a voice when pronouncing it”
[3, p.51]. A. Cruttenden draws the attention of
speakers of German and Russian languages to the
need to focus on the longitude of the previous
vowel in the final position in the word in order to
avoid stunning voiced explosives in this phonetic
environment, since in the position before the
voiced / b, d, g /, vowels and sonants retain their
full longitude and can serve as a signal for the so-
norous pronunciation of voiced explosives [4, p.
154].

However, publications for more advanced us-
ers, such as An Introduction to the Pronunciation
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of English by A. Gimson, noted not only the weak-
ness of pronouncing voiced explosives, but also
highlight specific positions in which devoicing
occurs. According to Gimson, the initial and final
positions — that is, positions after or before a pause
— in which voiced explosives can either partially
or completely devoiced, while retaining their ini-
tial weakness [b, d, g] [5, p. 152].

Main part

It is interesting that when devoicing, occlusive
is voiced in the initial position after a pause, the
question of the phenomenon of coarticulation is
naturally removed. This is due to the fact that a
voiceless consonant cannot follow a voiced explo-
sive in the initial position due to the peculiarities
of distribution, and there is a pause before a voiced
explosive in this phonetic context. In such con-
texts, we are dealing with the so-called "diaphonic
variation", which means the variation of the own,
position-independent, qualitative and quantitative
characteristics of the phoneme, the reasons for
which are rooted in the history of the development
of the language. Based on the foregoing, it can be
argued with a sufficient degree of confidence that
devoicing in the initial position is the quality of the
voiced explosives themselves at the present stage
of language development.

In recent years, many researchers have adhered
to the point of view of A. Gimson about partially
devoicing or completely voiceless pronunciation
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of voiced explosives in some phonetic contexts
(Cruttenden, Roach, Lass, Vereninova, etc.). For
example, P. Roach notes that voiced explosives in
the initial and final positions are hardly pro-
nounced voiced. J. B. Vereninova also speaks of
the presence of a certain devoiced area when pro-
nouncing voiced explosives, “voiced explosives
seem to be squeezed out of the devoiced™: bin ~
[pppbin], did ~ [tttdiddt]; Zoos ~ [ssszu: zzs] [9,
p. 170].

It can be assumed that at the moment the exist-
ing innovation is strengthening its position, dis-
placing some of the previously adopted speech
implementations of voiced explosive phonemes,
which are beginning to be perceived as outdated,
in other words, the identity of the phonemes with
themselves is violated. In accordance with the
logic of the development of sound changes, the
next stage in the development of / b, d, g / may
perhaps be the achievement of a new quality of the
system, which may indicate the completion of the
sound change.

[/ voiceless: /p, t,k/vs/p,t, g/ [6,p. 149].

Voiced noise, as a rule, does not compare on
the basis of the presence of a voice with each
other. According to the classification of P. Lassa,
we can conclude that / g / is the most voiced, fol-
lowed by / d/and /b /. A similar conclusion can
also be reached based on the analogy with the
voiceless correlates of voiced explosives / p, t, k /,
where / p / is considered the weakest component,
/ t/ occupies an intermediate position, and / k / is
the strongest representative of this series.

Our assumption is indirectly confirmed by the
studies of S. Belasco, who arranged the conso-
nants in ascending order of their influence on the
vowel length in the direction of increasing: [p, t, k,
1,f,J,mssn,rqg,d,b] [1,p.15). This sequence
can be interpreted as follows: the weaker the con-
sonant (and therefore the shorter its longitudinal
characteristics), the greater the longitudinal char-
acteristics of the preceding vowel. According to
M. Chen, the dependence of the longitude of a
vowel on the voicedness / voicelessness of the
subsequent consonant is a linguistic universal [2,
p. 129].

Combinatorial changes in voiced explosive
consonants, due to the type of syllable and pho-
netic context, are not widely considered in linguis-
tic literature. It should be noted that the positional
and combinatorial conditionality of quantitative
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variation is defined by scientists as a manifestation
of the universal property of units of the phonolog-
ical system. At the same time, it is believed that
quantitative variation is primary in relation to
qualitative variation, which, in general, corre-
sponds to general philosophical views on the logic
of development.

As you know, phonetic positions that deter-
mine the qualitative and quantitative modifica-
tions of their own independent quality and quan-
tity of a phoneme are:

* beginning and end of a word;

» ordinal position in a word: initial, medial, fi-
nal position;

* sound environment;

* position in the accent-rhythmic structure of
the word (in stressed and unstressed position) [1,
p.45].

As noted above, researchers mainly distinguish
the initial and final positions as those where the
devoicing occurs. We add that R. Traska's 1996
Dictionary of Phonetics and Phonology illustrates
the phenomenon of initial devoicing using the ex-
ample of English voiced plosives / b, d, g /, which
“being essentially voiced, are devoiced at the first
stage of pronunciation”, but the final the devoic-
ing position is illustrated in the dictionary with the
German voiced explosives [8, p. 221].

As you know, devoicing voiced explosives in
the final position in a word is the standard for the
pronunciation system of the Russian language.
When native speakers of Russian learn English,
the phenomenon of the so-called "negative trans-
fer" (negative result of transposition) is often ob-
served, when bilinguals automatically devoiced
voiced explosives in the final position in the word.
Note that at present some devoicin of voiced ex-
plosives in the final position in a word is perceived
by researchers as an emerging trend, but is not
considered to be part of the pronunciation norm.

It is also possible to note some discrepancy in
the assessment of phonetic positions in which
voiced explosives are most often and strongly de-
voiced: A. Gimson speaks of a greater degree of
devoicing in the final position in the word in com-
parison with the initial one, and R. Trask has these
positions (positions of the greatest devoicing) in
reverse order.

The medial position between vowels, as well as
the position before the sonant /w /, /r/,/j/or
other voiced consonants, can be called positions of
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maximum discrimination for voiced plosives. This
is how most authors evaluate voiced explosive in
the intervocal position as full-voiced. The position
of the noisy in front of the sonant is often equated
to the position in front of the vowel.

As for the combination of voiced occlusive
with nasal sonants / m/,/n/, /1y / traditionally de-
scribed as “nasal indentation”, or as “nasal explo-
sion”, researches speak not so much in terms of the
degree of voiced consonants, but how they are ter-
minologically defined. In other words, the opin-
ions of linguists differ on the question of which
combinations should be attributed to the concept
of nasal indentation: consisting of homorganic ex-
plosiveand nasal /b/+/m/, /d/+/n/ [g/+]/
n/ or any combination of explosive and nasal so-
nant [10, p. 55].

In our opinion, .Ward expresses the optimal
point of view. He believes that the concept of "na-
sal indentation” is applicable only for combina-
tions of plosive and nasal consonants of the same

place of formation, while "nasal explosion” in-
cludes all other possible combinations of plosive
and nasal [10, p.57]. In this case, the researcher
distinguishes not three, but four phases of plosive
articulation and considers indentation and explo-
sion as separate stages in pronouncing explosive.
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Xiilasa
Cingiltili partlayish samitlorin ingilis dilinin inkisafina tasiri

Magalada cingiltili partlayish samitlarin ingilis dilinin inkisafina tasirindan bahs edilir. Qeyd edilir
ki, bir ¢cox dilcilor mixtalif fonetik kontekstlords saslonon samitlorin daracasinds dayiskanliyi geyd
edirlor. Samitlor hadisasina baxiglarin miixtalifliyi, bir torafdon, dilcilikds bu hadisays halo do aydin vo
davamli miinasibotin olmadigimi gostorirsa, digar torafdon, bu masaloys maraqdan irali galir. Bu moagal-
onin mogsadi ingilis cingiltili partlayigh samitlorin sonorlug daracasini muxtolif fonetik kontekstlordo
dyranmak, Britaniya ingiliscasinda cingiltili samitlorin fargli doracads saslonmasini tayin edan sartlor top-
lusunu miayyanlasdirmokdir.

Acar sozlar: cingiltili samitlor, kar samitlor partlayisli samitlor, fonetik kontekst, dil inkisafi

Caouna Janxan kei3bl [Hos1agoBa

Pe3rome
CreneHb 3BOHKOCTH B3PbIBHBIX COIVIACHBIX HA Pa3BUTHE AHIVIMHCKOIO SI3bIKA

B craTtne paccMaTpuBaCTCA CTCIICHb 3BOHKOCTH B3PBIBHBLIX COTJIACHBIX HA PA3BUTUC aHTTTUCKOTO
SA3bIKaA. OTMe‘laeTCH, YTO HCKOTOPBIC JIMHIBUCTBI OTMCYAKOT BAPUATHBHOCTL CTCIICHU 3BOHKOCTU
COIIaCHBIX B Pa3HbIX (1)OH€TI/I'~I€CKI/IX KOHTCKCTax. P33H006pasne TOYCK 3pCHUS Ha ABJICHUEC COITIACHBIX
CBUIACTCIIbCTBYET, C O)IHOI\/’I CTOPOHBI, O TOM, YTO B JIMHI'BUCTHKE OO0 CHUX IIOp HET 4YCTKOro Hu
MOCJICAOBATCIIbHOI'O OTHOHICHUA K 3TOMY SABJICHUIO, a4 C IPYT () CTOPOHBI, TOBOPUT 00 HHTCPECC K 9TOMY
BOIIPOCY. HeJ'II) HaHHOﬁ CTaTb - H3YYUTH CTCIICHb 3BYYHOCTHU aHTTIMMCKUX 3BOHKHX B3PBIBHBIX
COIIaCHBIX B Pa3JIMYHBIX (I)OHGTI/I‘-ICCKI/IX KOHTCKCTAaX, BBIABHUTH KOMILICKC YCJIOBI/II>'I, OIIPCACIIAOIUX
Pa3HYyIO CTCIICHb 3BOHKOCTHU COTJIACHBIX B 6pI/ITaHCKOM AHTJIUHCKOM.

KiioueBble ¢JI0Ba: 3BOHKHE COIJIaCHBIC, TUIIYXHE COTJIACHBIC,
(I)OHCTH‘ICCKPII‘;I KOHTCKCT, Pa3BUTUC A3bIKA

B3PBIBHBIC COTJIACHBIC,
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